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e Ica.lled recentlyon Mr. Arthur J. Seelye of Woleott, N, Y. to ad-.
o > mire and study his large collection of Indian artlfacls ccl]ected o ainly

from a number of sites in Central New York. But, I must confess, that’
my chief interestin this call was to sed the Fo]scm Points, examineand:

' photograph Lhe Iocatwn,on his farm where the points were discovered.'

This I understand is the best deseriptive word in this case, for I wastold
», that tae piints were nelther une Jvered or exca\rated they wete practi-
ca.lly a surface find. -

" The two photographs above help’ in ldennfymg the pomts and the

spot where they were found. Before we go any fur ther, itwould -be

- 2 good thing toidentify the persons in the photographe. They  are; frem.
Yl to r1ght Floyd H. Johnston, Geneva; Newton E. Farwell, Geneva;
sing the Folsom Pom‘ts inthe collechon Arthur J. Scelye, Wol-
cotty owner of the points and the farm; John H. Phillips, Gerevs;
Frank Seelye, Noith Rose brother of Arthur, and pessessor 'of a Fol--
" som Point frem the same region himself, All.of theakove ‘are active
members of the Archaeologwel Society of Central Ne w York.

Within. the last two years bcmes and tusks of the Mastodon have-
been uncovered on the Colgan farm, near Venice Center, and on the
A.Ibert Reed farm,/near Clifton Springs. Therefore,, a great deal ofin-. ,
terest and speculation in-an old and very enthra]lmg questicn ih paleo-

archa.eology has been revwed \\nthln the clrcle 01’ some of the members
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of oup society. What is the ¢connection between the F‘olsom omts, the
" Mastodons and the mlgratlon of the American Indlan mto ‘New. York"
State? We cannotanswer this question by archaeology alone. Wem
seek the aid of .geology and anthropology, they tcgethel mEy
the angver. For the presﬂnt, all we can do 1sto speculate

A.rthur C. Parker states, “In’ Western New York we have fuund*sev-

ter completely absent,. The presence of carbotized materlal m t}'e ts,-"
hoWever, proved that fire had been used.”” p. 40 . This-is ‘a1 most. the. '
idtntie sl daseription of the spot of Mr. Seelye 's Folsom Pomts L,
"But, whatis a Folsom ' Pomt? At present, since’a number of- these .
points within the last thlrty years ha\re been found practlcally thmugh-—
oyt most of the United States, we can oo longe:; speak loose]y of spe- "
cific ““Folsom Points'’ and apply the term to &1l 'stich-pointé found: The ..
more Berious students of this questlon now prefer to spesk of “gerer- -
alized Folsom,"” *'Flooted Points,” ““Grooved Pmnts," arnid-, “Fc]scm 4
lke.” The fact remains at present, that all g0.called Folsom: Pomts are :
not all conﬂned exactly to the same descr:ptlon. See article-, "Grooved’
Spearhea.ds, Edgar B Howard The Penna. Archaeologls '--vol 1y
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THE STORY -OF ITHKGA X ' ' . -
From. "Ithaca, Past and Present! by Virglnia v, Mayer L
ol

The valley ab the end of Gayuga LaKB had no permanent village before' )
the white man came but only campsitcs “sed by the Indlans-for temporary

‘quarters. The Indians had cloared and culbtivabted the land and plented
‘orchards and gardens around the temporary villages. The woods were full
_of game and it was a land.of plentJ. - . Coe

Descrlblng the valley at the end of Gayuga Leke as it looked in. 1?50 a’ o
Moravian nissionary wrote: "We went in the plain through the high grass

“and erossed a ereek-—--The creek is. naned Nochevaio (now Cayunga Inlet)-- :

~-Wo crossed two other erecks; the first is naned:Wotanbakto (8ix Mile.

" Gresk) and the second Nogaene (Fall Greek)--qul ‘these crecks flow inbo
‘one lake., We saw the last ereck after rushing on wildly, fall perpendic-

ularly from a height of ninety feet., It was indeed an . 1nterest1ng and”
thrilling sight—-<Beyond the lalke there is a particularly large ¢reek,
naned Tchosnioke {Taughannook) which is the Gajuka (Cayuga) and another.
Indian t0ld ws, falls ovér the rock from a height of 150 feot, and enpties

into the lake.®

The first white settlers on the present site of Ithaca came fron two towns
bearing the same name, Kingston in Pennsylvania and Kingston in Yew York.
Early in the spring of 1788, the Woodworth fanily moved from Kingsfon,
Pennsylvania to a place on the Chetmng River. In June of. that year, lir.

‘Woodworth, his father, brother Charles, and five other nen, siarted an

oxpodition to explore the head of Cayuga lake. They followed Sullivan's
0old route ag far as Peach Orchard on the oast sido of Seneca Lake. Fron
there they travelled east and struck Taughannoek Creek in the eastern

part of what is now the town of Hector. Thoy followed the strean down to

- Cayugs Lake and camped for the night on the north side of the Poink.

The following morning one of the party went up the ravine and discovered
the falls. = Ieaving Taughannock Point they came into the Inlet Valley and
camped near the Butternilk Falls., The party explered the vicinlty for

two days then returned to tho Chermng River. - -

Because of its cleared fields, water povwer, location favorable for lake
travel, and scenic beauty, the 1and at the foot of Cayuga Lake attracted
these men, _

In the same year an exploring party of eleven men came fron Eingston, How *
York to the Cayuga Valley. These nen decided to meko it thelr home and o

, - turnod the next year to the present site of Ithaca, aocompanied by the

younger brother of one of the men. The nen planted corn in the fields that

had been cleared by the Indians and selected places to build their cabins,

Then, leaving one of the nen belind, they returned to Kingston for the:r
fanilles .



There is evidence to show that in the previous year Mr. Robert McDowell,
who was a neober of the exploration party froo Kingston, Peansylvania,
returned with his daushter and began worlz on his eabin. In 1790 the en-
tive McDowell fanily was living in Ithaca. McDowsll was soon followed
by other menmbers of his party and by 1785, there were over one hundred
people scnttored throughout the volloy at the end of the lake. At this
tino the zrowing scttlenent was called hy several nanes, Cayuge City,
The City, Sodon, Marklet's Flats, or just -the Flats.

The first horles to be built werc rough, cone-rvoom cabins. Most of what
is now downtown Ithaca was:at that ¢ime swampy lowlands. This has since
been filled in both naturally and artificially.

The first "industry" to Le built in most frontier commmunities was a grist
mill, The nearest mill to the new setilement was at Wilkes-Barre, Ponn-
sylvania, 125 miles away. The first year, the nen walked this distance

to have their corn ground. It was even morec difficult to geb the neccessary
socd for erops. During the first year, one of the men, John Yople, walked
320 niles to the Delaware River and back to purchase three pocks of seed
potatocs. Mr, Yaple decided to make use of the water powor of Cascadilla
Crock to grind grein and during the second year of the sctilement built 2
soall nill which was often referred bto as the Little Pepper Mill, This
nill, which has been describod picturesquesly as being little larger than
a hog pen, could grind twonty-five bushels of corn a day.

The settlers from Kingston, New York were not able to romain long in The
Flats. This land was included in the Military Tract and when drawings tock
Place in 1791, it lcgolly becane the property of Revolubionary War soldiczs.
The Yaples and two other fanilios wero considered to be squatters and there-
fore did not have a risht to rerain on the land unless they paid for it.

By 1795 all three of these families had left Ithaca, Because McDowell had
ierged in the arny, he took part in the drawings end received 640 acres of

and.

Yaple's grist nill was discontinued when he was forced tc leave, bub in 1794

ét vwas roplaced by a larger nill which was Duilt by Joseph Sidney on Fall
reek. :

Instead of settling on the land which they obtained in the drawings of 1791,
nany of the BRevolutionary soldiers sold their property to land speculators,
who bought it hoping to re-sell the land at a profit. In this way SlHBOH
DeWitt, a man who was to be irportant to Ithaca, obtained hisz land,

DeWitt was the Surveyor—Goneral of New York State when he bought rmeh of the
land near The Flats in 1797. Thrilled with the beauty of the place when he
cane to survey the land several years later, he decided that rathor than

sell his land, he would make The Flats hieg home. Boeause it was located in
the town of Ulysses, he nemed it Ithaca. According to Groek mytholOgy, with
which DeWitt was familiar, Ithaca was the home of the hero Ulysses. Although
the old names were slow to die out, the village becans Ithaca officially in
1806. Sineon DeWitt spent as much btime in Ithsea as his business would allow
and when he retired he came to Ithaca to live.



The first frane house in Itheca was constiucted in 1800. Until this tire
the houses were all log cabins. This houso, standing on Linn Street near
University Ave., was torn down this past winter., It was the eummer homo
of Sineon DeWitt and the first tavern in Ithaca., TFor several years it
was used as a store, ‘

The first tavern in Ithaca in the Linn Street house was operated by Archer

Groen unbil 1805 vhen Luther Gere built his tavern on the southeast corher
of Aurore and Seneca Strects, There are records to show that Simcon DeWitt -
was o guﬁst at Gerels first tavern. ‘

These taverns were difforent fron taverns today. In then the weary traveller
or temporary visitor “could find lodging and Doard. _They were neeting places
for tho men of the village and they served in place -of newspapers as digw
penaers of the latest news, :

Once begun, the buaineaa of building erd operating inms anﬂ taverns grev
rapidly: Jacob Vroomen built an inn on the horthwest corner of the sane
intersection as Gere's tavern and nafed it the Ithaca Hotel. In 1809 when
Troonan changed the name of his hotel to the Tompkins House, Gere took the
name, Ithaca Hotel, for his new three=story duilding at the corner-.of Uvego
and Aurora Streets. -Owogo was the early name for what is now State. Stroot.
The original Ithaca Hotel was destroyed by fire in 1871 and the prosent
gtructure was built the following year. Gere built a third hotel, the
Colurbian Inn, on the northwest corner of Owego and Ceyuza Stroots,

The Glinton House was finished in 1831 and was more luzurious then the other
inns., It was built by Henry Ackley. Henry Hibbard, and Jeromiah S, Beoho .
and vas a stagecoach stop on the famous Catskill Turnpiko., I%.was the center .
of village life for many years. Its bascnent was used to housa the v;llage
jail and the fire bell hung in its tower.

Only threc years after the first settlers had to clear thelr own road fhrough
the wildorness from Owego to Ithaca, the Now York Legislaburc anthorized the.
building of the first road into Ithaca, a highway comnecting Oxford with
Cayura Imke. These early "highways® were not what we think of as highways
today. They were often just dirt roads cleared throush the woods and under-
brusk and at best they were plank or corduroy roads. OCovered Dbridees, .now
elnost gone, were common sights on the early roads., In 1804 the Bath to
Jericho or the famous (atskill Turnpike was chartered. This road, which .
‘vent through Caroline, Ithaca, Enfield, -and Hector, entered Ithaca on what
is now Bast State Street. Because this was one of the major roules across
the state, it brought many travellers to Ithaca and conbtribubed greatly to
the growth of inns and hotels.

Three years later, the Ithaca to Owego Turnpike was chartered and in 1811
it vas completed. This road was especially important because it cut the costs
of transporting goods to and from the Susquehanna River. In 1811, a turnpiks
to Geneva was also built. " -

The early tﬁrnﬁikbs vere 50 named because pikes or poles were plaﬁed across
the road at intervals. When the traveller paid his toll, the plkn vas furned
aside, sllowing hin %o pass,

(to be continued)
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THE NATIVE ARTS OF ALASKA

by Paul W. Gordon
seogap ek

The rabives of Alaskas have retained, though in a modified form, the
essentlals of the arts and crafts of their forefathers. In Southoastw.
ern Alaska tho men, through expressive carvings, sonetimes bold, other-
timss delicate, in wood, slate and bone, testify to a sensitive inter-
pretation of the mythology of the Tlingits and Haidas, rich in totenle
synholism,

Modern baskebs both woven and codled produced by the woman fron the
shredded inner bark of the cedar or from split spmrmce roois, bscause

of their fineness, continue o0 hold for the Alasks Watives a high Hace
in the basket-nakers art. The highest honor, of course, gtill goes to
the residents of Attu, Atka and skutan with their justly famous wild
rye grass, Attu basket. Dut while the Attu art is fast beconing lost,
the Tlingits and Haidas contimue bo produce baskets of fine texture and
vith simple, effective decoration in merchantable gquantities.

Baskets are likewise produced by many Bskimo villages. But the ¥skimes
are botter represented in the art field by carvings in ivory, executsd
with fidellty to a style set centuries ago by a culbural era now passsd,
a style often compared with $he impressiontstic, palaeolithic drawings
of the caves of Southern Francs.

The art lupulses of the Alaska Native are translated for the most part
into articles of conmmerce. Totem poles, a heraldic device identifying
clans and families, once were carved from towering cedars and wore to
be seen in front of the owner's dwelling, Today when rarriage and in-
heritance custons have crossed clan lines and life is rivlded after the
Buropean pattern, totem poles are produced in niniature, potlatch bowls
covered in relief with ravens, killerwhales, sharks or other totemic or
cult forms stylistically interpreted become trays for every conceivable
use, The Chilkat blanket, pride of the weaver's art, once a drese gar-
nont, becomes a wall piesce., Horn spoons with handles delicatoly carved
in the totenic manner, bogether with baskets have lost much of their
utility in competition with iron and $in and have becone purely decor-
ative pieces, but decorative pleces of morit because of the deftness
end the patience with which they are produced,

The Eskimos have uwtilized the walrus and the excavated memmoth tusks
for the manufacture of beads, cigarette holders and trays, cribbage
boards, ypaperweoights, aninal miniatures and paper knives. A4 variety . .
of color and effect is secured by the use of the several shades and
colors of ivpry possidle to secure from the veritable mines:of lvory
which have been preserved for centuries by the frozen earth, Articles
of size are decorated with pictogzreph etchings portraying representative
bunting or housechold experiences, The afticles are uniquely fashioned,
carefully polished and are decorated with such skill that thelr popular-
ity has coused a number of imitations to find their way on the narket.
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¥;ﬂiAside from “the articles nentiuned above. tobem poles of any size for' T
_;parks .and: gardens. graceful Nbrthmest Goast dugout canoes- for camps, _;;'5%‘

fodtwear and sleeping bags for the local northern’ trade occupy the $ine j:ff”

' ,_ﬂmm mmromsm A
fron Arthar G. Parker thes e :

L

-‘E;Denocracy neant 2 1ot to: then and thay care. back w;th honor

3 _'History says that the Indian received the rawest of raw &eals aftor the
¢ .War, but brue patriotism’is not casily qienched:. Since- the: Revolution:
-our: Iroquois Tndians have- never stooped to _revenso or; reprisal They ara Rt
., & patient, peaceful people..Thoy gave tho Civil War its prize troqps,;‘..-'jf_.,
_ H;they Provided a Brigadier General and other officers and one of the- Senecas,_;:',:_
Was General Grantts milltary Secretary - In the World Wan every Hew Ybﬁk{];;'”z_f

moccasins for -house. . Waar,: show’ shoea. “dog- sladges. far garmegts, artic:.

and 8kill’ of -mAny- craftsmen.. Thus the- natives of AlaSka ‘hsve-conbrib-.

. 1'futed unlguely ‘to’ the arts. and eratfts of the in&igenous races of America.h
© . Lhe’ future of their work - remains to be seen,. but the extent o which: the

pual;o comnss Lo appraclate the conventlonalized synibolism of the Indians 1

... .of toubheastern Alaska, the. painstaking 'skill displayed by theﬁWaskan
f*,—-hfbaskabmaker and’ the aptituda of .the Eskimo carver in the: graphxc arts. T
A will, to a large exhant. determine the lifa -0f" the Rative &rts of Alaskar ﬁ.}{:j”'

T
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L America never had betber or more llncere friends than the &marican Inéian.ﬁ :
. . Our-New York Ihdians -saved: this. region,. the middle Atlantic. area,’ for an '
.;-Ehglishnapeaking People. - They were_the friends of the English, even. . -
. ~‘though they liked the French. ‘It was Iroquois rasistance in. colonial )
" ‘times that turned. the- tide. "In: ths revolutionary war ‘one of. LaFayette's
.* most. trasted 1ieubenants was ‘Ficholas Cusick, a -Tuscarora.: Over hald P
" 'the warriors of tha Iroquois Confedsracy: fought. for the Uhited Golonies’ 3;lf”m;;'3iﬁ‘
o f'under Washington, Clinton -and laFayette. All of the Hudson River trides: B
- were in the Patriot Army. One of their -Gaptains, Chig¢f David Nirhan fcught
= .Yhree British Companies of regularsg and’ did -not give up. until his 1last
;.;_seventeen men were slain, ~ Then he capitulated to death, falling fron, his
~-- - horaei’ The forefront-of shock troops in. the battle of White Plains wers.
' ;_Stockhridge Indians from near. Poughkeepsie. 'So fay as. that goos, “the )
(“'first man slain in ths Boston Massacre was: a Rhode Island Indlan '

In&ian.who 301ned Lhe colora was 'a - volunteer -Not -one. ‘was drafted

. -_,1fSome people have an: idea that the Indians wére always the enenies of ths - f'T”f;"
- . settlers — that they fought pretty hard.. DBut they were our friends | S

- “Quring Colonial and Revolutionary $ines. Genersl Washington:olice said ) §~;'Q: Pl
:_-;Neveg have I had -cause to ragret the trust I have placed in ny'Indian L
= rien s." _ S . : - '

This area was not only the battlaground of the Golonial period but also

_z;that of- the -Aerican Revolution. - The figures of stdlwart red men stalk
. 8cross the’ horizons of hiatony and IOmantio Colonial characters rise to
- -our vision. ) _ .- : .

o
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AUDURY IN SONG AND STORY

by Henry M. Allen
e AR

That Auburn, situated as it is in the beautiful lake country of central
New York and surrounded by picturesque hills and wvalloys. should be a
theme of literature is not surprising. Dut when we also consider the
fine historieal bhackground afforied by the long and blocdy Indian wars,

one would naturally expect writers of somo ability to treat of such a
subject.

Wor have we to look in vain. Though Auburn is very young coipared with
cities of many foreign lands, we already have an historicel tale and an
epic poen. In 1856 was printed "The Twin Drothers," a MRomance of the
Forest" fryom the pen of Chaplain Thittle and Frederick Prince and in 1840
Peter Hanilton Myers published the poen ¥Engenorel.

The scene of this ronence is 1laid in the Rovolutionary tines and treats
of the adventures of a party of Anerdeans, anong whon are a young naval
officer and a beautiful girl, Bstelle Griffith. Ieaving Albany they
penotrate the great forest ag far as Cwasco Lake and pitch their canp
within the rude Indian rerparts of Fort Hill. While there they are at-
tacked by a hostile tribe but repulse them, killing meny.

Anong the slain is & young Indian upon whon Estelle finds a sort of charn
or armilet. She furthor discovers that he is only stunned and is able to

rewive hin. Upon recovering consciousness, he leaps to his feet and speeds
away like a deor into the forest, ’

Ero long the band returning, greetly enforced, captured the whole party
and sentenced then 4o & death et the stake, They are rescued however,
through the intervention of a white man whe has long dwelt anong a near-
by tribe. He proves to be Bstellel's father of vhom they are in search.

The young native whose life has been seved by Bstelle iz the adopted son
of the chief, and upon her returning the amulet to hin, it is discovered
that he is the twian brother of the captain.

Many years before, the twins with their nother had been taken off a wreck,
but soon after the mother diecd from exposure. In infancy each boy had
been given a copper plate with his nene engraved upon 1t. On reoching
nanhood one had entered the navy, while the other had accompanied Griffith
on & hunting expedition into the wildornoss. Decoming separated from the
boy, Griffith had not dared to return to the setilement. JAn Indian, how-

ever, had found hin, and as the chief had lately lost his soh he had been
adopted.

The Indians, feeling balked of thelr prey, during the absence of their
chieftain again nade the white nen prisoners, but this time they were
released by a company of French soldiers. The young Indian and the Freanch

licutenant fell desperately in love with the fair Bstelle and fight a duel
in which the Frenchman is wounded.
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later the French are cleverly ambushed by the Indians and massacred.
The Anericans, however, through the influence of the fusky twin, are
spared, and Bstelle consents to be his wife, Thus at last reunited
they return to their hone in Comnecticut. -

The poen "Pnsenore" is written in a style similar to Scott's Lady of the
Lake and develops a plot of rmech interest. The historical background is
the burning of Schenectady by the Hurons. Kathreen, a beautiful girl, is
carrled a prisoner to their hunting grounds on the shores of Owasco Lake
ard is fated to be the chieftain's wife. Her lover Ensenore, however,
8l szuised as a chief of the tribe, tracks the marauders and, entering the
canp of the Hurons, is their guest. Dy a trick he reveals his identity
to Xathreen.

4
That night a banguet 1s given in his honer and when the dusky warriors ate
sunk in deep sleep, the lovers steal from the canp, Undaunted, Ensenore
swins with Eethreen from it, Their flight is soon discovered and a wild
pursult tokes place upon the waters of the lake. 'They succeed ih outwit-
$ing their implacable foes and the intrepid Ensenore conducts Kathreen in
safety back to civilization. 'The poem is vivid and falrly stirring in
Parts, while there is & fine sweep to many of the lines.

AN IROQUOIS LEGEND
vk ek ook

One of the Iroqueis legends professed to give the reason for the abnormal
ferocity and the preterhuman powers of Atotarhe. He was already noted as

a chief ond warrior, when he had the misfortune to kill & peculiar bird,
resembling & sea~gull, which is reputed to possess poisonous qualities of
singular virulence, By his contact with the dead bird his mind was affected,
He became moxese and cruel, and at the same time obtained the power of des-
troying mer and other creatures at a distance., Three sons of Hiawatha were
among his victims. He attended the councils which were beld, and made con-
fusion in them, and brought all the people into disturbance and terrox.

His bodily appesrance was changed at the seme $ime, and his aspect became so-
terrible that the story spread, and was believed, that his head was eomcircled
by living snakes. _ :

indian history relates that by the request of this formidable Iroquois chief,
wampunm, oy Indian money, was placed on his head, insbead of the serpents,
and in ancther naryative it is stated that Hiswatha t"combed the snakes oub.
The origin of the use of wampum was ascribed to Hiawatha and through his
policy the fierce btemper of Atotarho became placable and his ambitions

Were appeased. , "

s akokabk

The Indian healing mask has a lengendary name which means “He-who-defends-
them.” It is believed to be a representation of a pre-human wind spirit
whose services were enlisted by Haweniu (the Great Good Voice) for the
service of mankind. ,
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The Chilkat weavers, women weavers from one of the divisions of the
Tlinkit tribe, weave the famous type of Cermonial Blanketbs, illustrated
below, considered -one of the fowr great types of American Indfan weav-:
ing, These are made with the wool from the mountain goat, The foun-
dation threads are made of cedar bark wrapped in wool.,  Theiy stande
ard colors are yellow made frem wolf moss, blue~green made from copper,
black is made from hemiock bark. The men create the designs, The
women are permitted to design only the abstrach motifs. ILiving creae
tures are ‘designed by the men. . ;

(0" LADLE ALASKAN
MUSEYM COLLECTION



